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Overview of the Evening

= The curriculum journey

= Personal development and enrichment opportunities
= The importance of reading
= Academic target setting, assessment and reporting
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The curriculum journey

» What students are learning

» What to expect in a typical lesson
» How students receive feedback
» Homework and independent study
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Our School Students Sixth Form Parents Results News Remote Contact Q

‘starts here

Proud to serve Frodsham, Helsby

and the surfounding area.
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HELSBY

High School

Our School Sixth Form Parents Results

Welcome /4 ‘ Student Support
Our Curriculum Student Leaders
Curriculum Support Information Enrichment
Careers PiXL Edge - LORIC
Home/School Agreement Exam Information

Learning Centre Assessments

Your {8

starts here

Proud to serve Frodsham, Helsby

and the surrounding area.
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W h at St u d e n ts a re High School |, =
learning

= Our Curriculum e

Academic excellence in a
dynamic community

Our curriculum is designed to allow students to strive for excellence

through the provision of learning opportunities which enable them to...

Achieving Success

Encouraging high aspiration and a love of learning

Maximising progress and potential

* Providing rewarding learning experiences

* Offering diverse opportunities

* Recognising and celebrating all achievement

Valuing Others

* Contributina to a safe school environment
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What students are
learning

Key Stage 3 & 4 Schemes of Learning

High School

Year / -
Year 8 +
Year 9 +
Year 10 +
Year 1l 4
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W h at St u d e n ts a re High School |, =
learning

> Art

> Computing

> Design and Technology
> Drama

> English

» Food

> French

> Geography

> German

> History
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learning

HELSBY Year 7 Long Term Scheme of Learning 2026-2027 HELSBY
High School

Achieving Success

High School

Subject: English

Unit 6 - Journeys in Language - Shakespeare and Comed

Investigation into the origins of the English Language and its development from Old English to Present Day English including a focus on vocabulary and spelling. Shakespeare and Comedy.
Reading Strategies: /vocabulary/prediction/activate prior knowledge/inference

Writing: Non-fiction writing, leaflet, persuasive writing, comparison

Grammar Focus: Modal verbs, analytical verbs, adverbials and conjunctions to support cohesion within paragraphs, consistent present tense, formality Shakespeare

Unit 7 - The Rabbits — Pathways to Write

Grammar focus: Using punctuation accurately (colons and rhetorical questions, word classes, prepositions, subject/verb agreement, noun phrases, tense (present-perfect forms), sentence
types (simple, compound, complex), listing, commas,

Writing focus: Topic sentences, paragraphs, introductions and conclusions, building cohesion with a wider range of devices, formal vs non-formal writing, intended audience, selecting
vocabulary fit for purpose and audience, how to engage the reader, providing well-developed factual information for the reader. Using words and phrases to make sequential connections.
Using hypothetical language. Diary and Letter writing.

Unit 8 - Art of Persuasion

Grammar focus — persuasive features, modal verbs, media analysis,
Reading Strategies: inference, media codes

Writing: to persuade, create your own product

Date | , Exams/ Learning Intentions Core Task/Assessments

Unit 1 - The Land of Neverbelieve — Pathways to write CORE WRITING TASK — Descriptive

31/08/26 Grammar focus: writing linked to Pandora’s box.
FORMATIVE TASK - Plan and write a recount of encountering the Fresk Mixie

07/09/26 FORMATIVE TASK — Plan and write a short introduction to a Wikipedia entry for a newly discovered animal

14/09/26 FORMATIVE TASK — Plan and write a Field Log CORE TASK READING — How does
Unit 2 - Myths and Legends the writer give the impression that

Icarus’ situation is dangerous?

21/09/26 BQ1 - How were Myths used to explore creation?
CORE WRITING TASK — Descriptive writing linked to Pandora's box.

28/09/26 BQ2 —How do mythological stories provide a moral message for human beings? How do they act as a warning?
FORMATIVE TASK — Write a description of the process of Lycaon's metamorphosis.

05/10/26 BQ3 — How do Greek Myths present ideas of love, jealousy and death?
CORE TASK READING — How does the writer give the impression that Icarus’ situation is dangerous?
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What does a typical
lesson look like

High School
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Share learning
intentions and
success criteria and
use these effectively to
assess students’
understanding

5 O O o

HELSBY

High School

Establish routines for
behaviour and high
expectations for a
positive learning
environment

Support students to
maintain consistently
high standards of
quality and
presentation of work

Use a trauma informed
approach to build
positive relationships
founded on mutual
trust and respect

Immediately engage Use a variety of Incorporate activities to Provide effective regular
students with an engaging and develop students formative and
effective recall of challenging tasks _ _vo_cabulary, _ summative feedback

knowledge and/or skills disciplinary reading and provide time for
and oracy student response

activity

Achieving Success by Valuing Others
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Achieving Success
Valuing Others

How students receive feedback

Verbal feedback - each lesson

Written feedback — at least once per half term on a significant
piece of work a ‘core task’

ACHIEVING SUCCESS, VALUING OTHERS
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Achieving Success
Valuing Others

How students receive feedback

Core Tasks KS3

Year 7

WHEN | WHAT WHY?

AU1 Diary entry about a special place Explanation
Have you explained why the place is special?

AU2 Assessment mat - Judaism Knowledge assessment and introducing
different styles of questions

SP1 Key Terms Jesus Ensure students are using key terms correctly
and develop understanding of the terms

SP2 “There are no such things as miracles” | Simple structure for and against a point of view

SuU1 End of year exam Knowledge assessment and introducing
different styles of questions

SuU2 Fact file on their own inspirational Explanation — have they explained why that

person person is an inspiration
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How students receive feedback
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Homework and

independent study

HELSBY

High School

Department

KS3 Expectations

KS4 Expectations

KS5 Expectations

English & Media

30-60 mins per week

60-120 mins per
weeks

Maths

30-60 mins per week

60-120 mins per
weeks

Science

30-60 mins per week

60 mins per week

MFL

20-30 mins per week

30 mins per week

Geography

60-120 mins per half
term

30 mins per week

History & Politics

60-120 mins per half
term

30 mins per week

Art

60 mins per half term

30 mins per week

Business, Computing
and Economics

60 mins per half term

30 mins per week

Performing Arts

60 mins per half term

30 mins per week

P.E

60 mins per half term

30 mins per week

Social Sciences

60 mins per half term

30 mins per week

Technology

60 mins per half term

30 mins per week

Students are
expected to spend
one hour on
independent learning
for every hour of
lessons taught.
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Achieving Success
Valuing Others




HELSBY

High School

Achieving Success
Valuing Others

Homework and independent study

Set homework || View homework || Templates

Homework description

Name * Homework type
Enter a name Homework v
Issue date * [7] Due date * Est. time (optional) Available from
16/10/2026 9 | Minutes v 00:00 O

Describe the task for your students *

B /I U & || & X X 14~ A~ =

ii
I
E |

Allow files to be uploaded as homework submissions
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Trips and
Visits

The
Enrichment
Programme

The
Assembly
Programme

PHSCE
Programme

Votes for
Schools

Personal Careers

Advice,

Development education,

Character
Profile (in
development)

Special
Events and
Visitors

Student
Council

HELSBY

High School

Achieving Success
Valuing Others

Personal
Development

“The curriculum provided by
schools should extend beyond the
academic, technical or vocational.
Schools should support pupils to

develop in many diverse aspects of
life.”

ACHIEVING SUCCESS, VALUING OTHERS
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HHS Character Profile ' <} ﬂjd,j - Being Respectful means to be
polite and show honour to
/ someone or something.

Respectful Q

Ambitious % B - . .

N  Being Ambitious means you have or
Resilient show a strong desire and

determination to succeed and make

Empathetic
your life better.

 Being Empathetic means you are

able to understand and share the e Being Resilient means you are
feelings of another person, even if they able to withstand or recover
are a very different person to you quickly from difficult situations.




Year 7 enrichment — Autumn term 2026

Enrichment

52 If it’s difficult to stay after school, ‘
Breaktimes ;«f;ég\«; speak to your form tutor, SSCor PPL, W1 &
Basketball {4 who will try and help you.
Isquads Everyday [Mr Park, Mr Bennett, Mr Price [Sports Hall| IS W=
VaS ever S
Folk Group  [Friday Mr Graham, Mr Williams C36 K” - ‘A@ :
L hﬁ ~ School Council meetings Mon 12 Oct & Speak to Miss Harrison/
unc ma Mon 16 Nov Mr Callaghan

Card Games Wednesday |Mrs Farrell |S2 Sports Leaders Throughout the term Speak to Mr Price
Chess Club (w/b 2 Nov) \Wednesday Mr Probert  |A59 Diversity Role Models Mon 21 Sep Speak to your form tutor

workshop
French Wednesday Mrs Lucke |S3

Anthony Walker Foundation 22-29 Sep Speak to your form tutor
Sing Tuesday Mr Graham |C36

European Week of Languages | Mon 21 - Fri 25 Sep Speak to your
Aﬂ‘r school & Great Euro Bake Off French/German teacher
Basketball Tuesday -4.40pm Mr Park Gym Community Macmillan Fri 25 Sep Speak to your
Basketball coffee morning French/German teacher
(w/b 28 Sep) Thursday -5pm Coach Griffiths SportsHall | ' National Poetry Day Thurs 1 Oct Speak to your English
Boys' Football Wednesday-4.20pm  Mr Bennett 3G teacher
Choir Monday-4.20pm Mr Graham/Mrs Jackson |C36 ;
Concert Band Tuesday-4.20pm Mr Graham/Mrs Keating /C36 b S::g:i)s RO (e V\:IVZ'L?DZC: & Bpeakin HERly
Dance (w/b 28 Sep)  [Tuesday (Week1 )-4pm Mr Tolley DS2
Drama (w/b5 Oct) Tuesday (Week 2) - 4pm |Mrs Ratcliffe DS1 ‘Rapunzel’ panto visit Fri4 Dec Speak to your form tutor
Dungeons & Dragons  Wednesday-4.30pm  Mr Parkes LSC School Christmas dinner Wed 16 Dec Speak to your form tutor
Girls' Football Friday - 4.30pm Miss Kay 3G Bound in Sound, Thurs 17 Dec Speak to your music
Netball Tues & Weds-4.20pm  Miss Clarke & Miss Kay |Courts Chester Cathedral teacher

LRC

Open at breaktimes & lunchtimes, with a range
of engaging activities on offer

Develop character by being respectful, ambitious, resilient & ompulhotlc'

ACHIEVING SUCCESS, VALUING OTHERS

All students will have access to
an exciting enrichment
programme.

The range, quality and up-take
of opportunities will be
impressive.

Students develop important life
skills and become well-rounded,
happy and motivated young
people.
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\.Nhy readmg a.n d High School =
Ilteracy are so Important

Adults with low literacy are more likely to have
fewer job opportunities and lower income. A
guarter of young offenders in the UK have a
reading age below that of the average 7 year-old

child.

Each year, only 10% of disadvantaged
children who leave primary school with their
reading below expected standard get passes
in English and Maths at GCSE.

Each year, around one quarter of 11 year-olds do not
meet the expected standard in reading at the end of
Year 6. This level is considered to be the threshold of ‘
the functional literacy and gives children the

knowledge and skills needed to manage the demands
of the secondary school curriculum.

ACHIEVING SUCCESS, VALUING OTHERS

Evidence suggests that fewer than
1 on 5 of these pupils can expect
to get a GCSE grade 4.
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High School

HHS Reading Strategy

Whole school reading strategy that promotes the following 3
key areas:

» Reading for pleasure — LRC, Form time reading, Author visits, competitions
etc.

» Use of reading assessment data to inform in-class support and student
interventions.

» Disciplinary reading across the curriculum - subject specific vocab and
literacy to support students in accessing the different subjects.

ACHIEVING SUCCESS, VALUING OTHERS
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Academic Targets

= An aspirational but realistic level of attainment each student should be
aiming to achieve.

= We follow the same method as the Department for Education (DfE) to
generate GCSE Targets for students based on their KS2 prior attainment, i.e.
their SAT scores.

= We use this KS4 GCSE target to inform our end of year targets for students
across the 5 years of study.

= Target grades are used as a basis to measure students’ attainment and
progress.

ACHIEVING SUCCESS, VALUING OTHERS
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How we assess students’
progress

= Informal assessments throughout the academic year in lessons.

High School

= Classwork and homework.

= Formal summative assessment fortnights during the academic year:
w/c 16th November 2026
w/c 17t May 2027

= In lesson assessments across all subject areas.

= Students given a timetable and Supporting Information Booklet to aid their
revision preparation.

ACHIEVING SUCCESS, VALUING OTHERS
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How to support students High School
with assessment preparations

= Encourage students to create a revision timetable for their assessments.

Achieving Success
Valuing Others

= Revision is most effective in short chunks of time, i.e. 2 lots of 20 minutes.
= Establish a routine for their independent study at home.

= Make sure they have the resources and equipment they need.

= Create a quiet environment for them to study.

= Offer encouragement and support.

ACHIEVING SUCCESS, VALUING OTHERS
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How we report students’
progress

= We issue an Academic Progress Summary Report twice a year following the
Assessment Fortnight. These will be issued:

w/c 14th December 2026
w/c 28th June 2027

= The second report also provides written feedback from Class Teachers and
Form Tutors.

High School

= Reports are issued to parents/carers via the SIMs Parent App and hard
copies are issued to students to take home.

= Parent Consultation Evening will take place on Thursday 15t January 2026.

ACHIEVING SUCCESS, VALUING OTHERS



YEAR X ACADEMIC PROGRESS HELSBY
SUMMARY High School

SPRING 2026 "
o oo Academic
Form Group
Unauthorised absences P ro g re S S
+ S
Bubjuct GCBE Minkmum Progre s Lomisd GEEE Minimurm u m m a ry
Expectud Geade Expucted Grade

Emglish & O track

Attendanca to date %

Autharised abzences

Haths ER
Beignce ER
Geography 5= Wi rking toveinda
ey ER O track
Franih [Q
= &=
At ER fdoking Lo nda
ER O sk
3
&=
ER Wierking voveanda
Cemgular Beimnca e On Teack |
Pirgszal Education & i rkin g Lo s

GCSE Minlmum Expacted Grades and Progress Indicators

Stwdents GCSE Minimum Expected Grades are based an GCSE 3 to 1 grades that we expect X3 bo schieve by
the end of Year 11. This grade has been determired by lcaking at natianal average progress from s K52
Matioral Cwrrlculum tests,

Working Abave: The student |s currently perfarming at a hevel which, IF malntalned, indicates they are llkely
o exceed thelr GCSE Minimum Expected Grade

Oni Track: The student b= currently performing at a level which, If maintained, indcates they are lkely to
achieve the'r GCSE Minimum Expected Grade.

Working Towards: The student |s currenty perfarmilng slightyy below the level expected to meet their GCSE
Minimum Expected Grade. With increased effort ard/for additicna’ support, this GCSE Minimuem Expected Grade
remz2ins achlevable.

Working Below! The student is currently performing signiicantly below the leve! required to meet their GCSE
Minimum Expecied Grade. Without substartial improvement or intervention, the GCEE Minimum Expected
Grade s unisely to be achieved.

ACHIEVING SUCCESS, VALUING OTHERS
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How we use assessment e sehoot | P
data

= Teachers and Form Tutors will discuss student attainment and progress with
them.

= Students and teachers will identify the specific areas of strength and
development from the assessments.

= This is then used to inform future teaching and learning.

= We foster a culture of high aspiration and a love of learning to ensure
students maximise their progress and potential.

Achieve success by valuing others

ACHIEVING SUCCESS, VALUING OTHERS
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Helsby High School
Year 7 Information Evening
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