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National curriculum or specification coverage 

Purpose of study:      A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should 

inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop 

perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between 

different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.  

 

Aims The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this 

nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world  

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European 

societies; achievements and follies of mankind  

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’  

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw 

contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

  understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and 

interpretations of the past have been constructed  

  gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international 
history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 
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Date Exams/Assess 

 
 

Learning Intentions 

 
 

Core Task 

31/08/26   

The Making of the UK 

How Wales became part of the UK and Welsh nationalism 

How Scotland became part of the UK and Scottish nationalism 

How Ireland became part of the UK and Irish nationalism. 

 

 

 
Essay:  The UK was created by 
force and violence.” Do you 
agree?  

 
Focus:  Forming balanced 

arguments.  Causation.   

07/09/26  

14/09/26  

21/09/26  

28/09/26  

05/10/26  

12/10/26  

19/10/26  

26/10/26 HALF TERM  

02/11/26   

The British Empire  
Why did Britain want an empire? 

The impact of the Empire in India 

The impact of the Empire in America 

The Transatlantic Trade & Slavery 

 

Skills Task:  Interpretations of 
the British Empire  

 
Focus:  Interpretation 

09/11/26  

16/11/26  

23/11/26  

30/11/26  

07/12/26  

14/12/26  

21/12/26 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

 

28/12/26 

04/01/27  The impact of British rule in Australia 

Why did the Empire collapse?   

What is the Commonwealth? 

Knowledge Test:  
Short answer questions  
 
Focus:  Recall and 

understanding.  Interpretation. 
       

11/01/27  

18/01/27  

25/01/27  

01/02/27  

08/02/27  

15/02/27 HALF TERM  

22/02/27  The Impact of the Industrial Revolution on the North West   
 
Transport:  Turnpike Roads, Canals, Railways, Steam Ships 
 

Skills Task:   What was the 
most important invention of the 
19th Century? 
 

01/03/27  

08/03/27  

15/03/27  
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Scientists, Inventors and Entrepreneurs 
 
Quarry Bank Mill & the Cotton Industry 

 

Focus:  Persuasive writing.  
Significance.  Change & 
continuity. 
 
 

22/03/27   

29/03/27 
SPRING BREAK 

 

05/04/27 

12/04/27  Child Labour 
 
Living Conditions in Manchester 
 

Skills Task:  What can we learn 
about children’s lives from the 
primary sources? 
 
Focus:  Using primary evidence.  

19/04/27  

26/04/27  

03/05/27  

10/05/27  

17/05/27  

24/05/27  

31/05/27 HALF TERM  

07/06/27 Y8 Power to the People 

The battle for the right to vote:  Workers and Women’s Suffrage 

What does the Titanic disaster tell us about Edwardian Britain? 

 

Knowledge Test:  
Short answer questions  

 
Focus:  Recall and 
understanding.  Primary sources 

14/06/27 Y8 

21/06/27  

28/06/27  

05/07/27  

12/07/27  

 


