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Congratulations on choosing to study English Language at A Level 

 

The information and tasks contained in this booklet will help you to research and prepare for your 

course when you start at Sixth Form Helsby in September. They will provide you with an overview of 

what to expect from your A Level studies and help you to develop a greater understanding of the 

subject. 

 

This is by no means an exhaustive list but it will help you to start thinking about the subject and 

extra-curricular study and research.  

 

 

 

 

Audio/visual links: 

 

George Lakoff - The Neuroscience of Language and Thought, 

https://youtu.be/JJP-rkilz40 

 

Robin Lakoff/gender theory and language: https://youtu.be/GEGXEplzo1Q  

 

Word of mouth. BBC https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qtnz/episodes/player  

 

You should also check out this playlist on Ted Talks: 

https://www.ted.com/playlists/228/how_language_changes_over_time  

 

Language acquisition: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Cgpfw4z8cw  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theory_of_language  

 

 

 

Reading: 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/English%20Language/2015/teachin

g-and-learning-materials/A-level-English-Language-theory-guide.pdf  

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/English%20Language/2015/Specific

ation%20and%20sample%20assessment/a-level-english-language-specification.pdf 
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UCAS 

 

https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects/english-language  

 

 

Other Resources/ideas/investigations/exploration: 

 

 

https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects/english-language


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Finally: 

 

Take the time to read. Using the summer to think about reading the language around you is 

extremely important. This can include literature texts (novels, plays and poetry) even if you are not 

planning to study English Literature. When thinking about English Language, we need to think about 

how language and humans understanding of it creates the world around us.  


